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into operation were not yet complete, further action on it
was temporarily postponed.
The period 1939-43 was marked by repeated en-
deavours by the Viceroy to meet Indian political aspira-
tions and to secure a friendly relation between this country
and the chief political parties in India, and by the organisa-
tion of India for war.
In October 1939 a statement of the intentions of the
British Government proved insufficient to secure Congress
support; and in August 1940 a further statement by the
Viceroy accepted the principle that the future constitu-
tion of India should, after the war, be prepared by Indians
themselves; and it also gave assurances to minorities. In
July 1941 the Governor-General's Council was expanded
and given an Indian majority; and a representative
National Defence Council was established. In the spring
of 1942, Sir Stafford Cripps3 Mission made extensive and
far-reaching constitutional proposals, but again without
success; and there followed in the autumn of that year Mr
Gandhi's "Quit India " resolution, and the serious internal
disorders that succeeded it. No solution of the constitu-
tional problem had been reached, despite continued
efforts, when Lord Linlithgow's term ended.
But while his repeated endeavours had borne little fruit
in the political field, the Viceroy's efforts for the organisa-
tion of India for war were an outstanding success. A
Defence of India Committee, presided over by Admiral
of the Fleet Lord Chatfield, had visited India from 1938 to
1939; and from the beginning of the war, India's readiness
to help in men and munitions was made known. A force
of over two million men, containing material of first-class
fighting quality, was recruited for the Army; while India's
war potential in terms of industrial production and the
production of military weapons was also developed to the
highest degree; and in this the Viceroy took the closest
interest, and also in the equally important matter of
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